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Dear Gail Ishino:

This is to confirm that the research project initiated by Jirina Kyas in the Fall of 2001, in connection with Communication Studies 191H, Honors Communications Research, has been extended and will continue through this academic year until June of 2003. The primary purpose of this course is to facilitate the original research projects of students completing the three-course series leading to the Honors in Communication Studies distinction. 

In addition to working to fulfil the requirements of the Honors course, Jirina is developing this project into an innovative research project that promises to contribute to our understanding of parent-infant interactions. The stipend that she received through the College Honors Program was utilized to gather cross-cultural data from Europe. She is now building on the US and the European data, and we have submitted an article for a joint presentation at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association in San Diego in May 2003. Her work lends itself to being further developed into a scholarly article.

For the purpose of our collaborative work, the conference presentation, and future presentations that incorporate video material, it is mandatory for Jirina to purchase equipment that allows her to output her edited video footage to removable media. A DVD burner is the most suitable technology for this purpose. To accommodate the extremely large file sizes involved in digital video research, she also needs an external hard drive. I estimate the cost of this equipment at $600.  I ask that her funds be made available for these purchases.

Best wishes,

Francis F. Steen

Assistant Professor

Communication Studies

UCLA

1220 Hershey Hall

tel. 825-3147

e-mail steen@commstds.ucla.edu

