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Dear Gail Ishino:

This is to confirm that Jirina Kyas is working on a research project with me in connection with the course Communication Studies 191H, Honors Communications Research, which runs over three quarters starting in the Fall of 2001. The course is taught by Neil Malamuth in Fall 2001 and Timothy Ketelaar in Winter and Spring 2002. The primary purpose of this course is to facilitate the original research projects of students completing the three-course series leading to the Honors in Communication Studies distinction.

Jirina will be working with me on an on-going multi-site study of preschool children’s pretend play. Her Honors Project involves videotaping as a primary method of data collection. For this purpose she needs a digital camcorder, costing around $500 to $600, and a specialized laptop for importing and editing the videotaped material. The laptop will cost around $2,000. She will use the laptop to analyze the videotaped material, situated within a general theoretical framework. This analysis will form the basis of her Honors Thesis.

I very much look forward to working with Jirina and ask that her funds be made available for these purchases.

Best wishes,

Francis F. Steen

Assistant Professor

Communication Studies

UCLA

1220 Hershey Hall

tel. 825-3147

e-mail steen@commstds.ucla.edu

